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transformed a locally dispersed and sparsely populated area into a strongly centralized absolute monarchy
and european empire at the beginning of the 17th century this anthology provides fresh insights into the
state building process in sweden during this transitional period many far reaching administrative reforms
were carried out and the swedish state developed into a prime example of the early modern powerstate the
contributors approach sweden s rise to greatness from the point of view of personal agency in early modern
studies agency has long remained in the shadow of the study of structures and institutions this novel
approach enables us to expose the difficulties setbacks and false steps that the administration had to deal
with state building was a more diversified and personalized process than has previously been assumed
numerous individuals were also crucially important actors in the process and that development itself was
not straightforward progression at the macro level but was intertwined with lower level actors each chapter
in this volume employs partially different methods depending on the source material and subject this
means that both qualitative and quantitative material is combined different ways of making sense of it i e
research traditions are brought together and a multi method design is used in analyzing source material
one of the central methods is the systematic use of previous biographical research we want to give the
individuals and their actions under discussion a background that reflects the contemporary structures of
individual life cycles with the existing biographical research it is possible to create a comprehensive set of
data that provides the general outlines of individual lives or the career tracks of various estates or social
groups and even to construct collective biographies of certain groups

nordic homicide in deep time draws a unique and detailed picture of developments in human interpersonal
violence and presents new findings on rates patterns and long term changes in lethal violence in the
nordics conducted by an interdisciplinary team of criminologists and historians the book analyses homicide
and lethal violence in northern europe in two eras the 17th century and early 21st century similar and
continuous societal structures cultural patterns and legal cultures allow for long term and comparative
homicide research in the nordic context reflecting human universals and stable motives such as revenge
jealousy honour and material conflicts homicide as a form of human behaviour enables long duration
comparison by describing the rates and patterns of homicide during these two eras the authors unveil
continuity and change in human violence where and when did homicide typically take place who were the
victims and the offenders what where the circumstances of their conflicts was intimate partner homicide
more prevalent in the early modern period than in present times how long a time elapsed from violence to
death were homicides often committed in the context of other crime the book offers answers to these
questions among others comparing regions and eras we gain a unique and empirically grounded view on
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how state consolidation and changing routines of everyday life transformed the patterns of criminal
homicide in nordic society the path to pacification was anything but easy punctuated by shorter crises of
social turmoil and high violence the book is also a methodological experiment that seeks to assess the
feasibility of long duration stondardized homicide analysis and to better understand the logic of homicide
variation across space and over time in developing a new approach for extending homicide research into
the deep past the authors have created the historical homicide monitor the new instrument combines wide
explanatory scope measurement standardization and articulated theory expression by retroactively
expanding research data to the pre statistical era the method enables long duration comparison of
different periods and areas based on in depth source critique the approach captures patterns of criminal
behaviour beyond the control activity of the courts the authors foresee the application of their approach in
even remoter periods nordic homicide in deep time helps the reader to understand modern homicide by
revealing the historical continuities and changes in lethal violence the book is written for professionals
university students and anyone interested in the history of human behaviour

this book will provide a thematic overview of one of european history s most devastating fomines the great
finnish famine of the 1860s in 1868 the nadir of several years of worsening economic conditions 137 000
people approximately 8 of the finnish population perished as the result of hunger and disease the attitudes
and policies enacted by finland s devolved administration tended to follow european norms and therefore
were often similar to the colonial practices seen in other famines at the time what is distinctive about this
catastrophe in a mid nineteenth century context is that despite finland being a part of the russian empire it
was largely responsible for its own governance and indeed was developing its economic political and
cultural autonomy at the time of the famine finland s great famine 1856 68 examines key themes such as the
use of emergency foods domestic and overseas charity vagroncy and crime emergency relief works and
emigration

this book explores the judicial treatment of suicides in early modern sweden with a focus on the criminal
investigation and selective treatment of suicides in the lower courts in the seventeenth and early eighteenth
centuries riikka miettinen shows that reactions and attitudes towards suicides varied considerably despite
harsh condemnation by officials the indictment investigation and classification of suspected suicides and
the mental state of a person already deceased were challenging and depended on local co operation and
lay testimonies not all suicides were considered alike a widespread view on the heinousness of suicide was
not the same as agreement about specific cases and did not result in uniform handling of them the social
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status and local ties of the deceased influenced the interpretations and responses at the local lower courts
and communities esteemed local community members had a better defence and greater chance to escape
the shameful penalties

this highly interdisciplinary book studies historical famines as an interface of nature and culture it will bring
together researchers from the natural and social sciences as well as the humanities with reference to recent
interdisciplinary concepts disaster studies vulnerability studies environmental history it will examine how
the dominant opposition of natural and cultural factors can be overcome such an integrated approach
includes the archives of nature as well as archives of man it challenges deterministic models of human
environment interaction and replaces them with a dynamic historicising approach as a result it provides a
fresh perspective on the entanglement of climate and culture in past societies

this book investigates the forms that the aggression and violence of peasant elites could take in early
modern fennoscandia and their role within society the contributors highlight the social stratification inner
divisions contradictions and conflicts of the peasant communities but also pay attention to the elite as
leaders of resistance against the authorities with the formation of more centralised states the elites status
and room for agency diminished but regional and temporal variations were great in this relatively drawn
out process and there still remained several favourable contexts for their agency even though the peasant
elite was not a homogenous entity the chapters in this collection present us one uniting feature the peasant
elites tendency to assert themselves with an active and aggressive agency even if this led to very different
outcomes

in the anthropocene icy environments have taoken on a new centrality and emotional valency this book
examines the diverse ways in which ice and humans have performed with and alongside each other over the
last few centuries so as to better understand our entangled futures icescapes glaciers bergs floes ice
shelves are places of paradox solid and weighty they are nonetheless always on the move unstable
untrustworthy liable to collapse overturn or melt icescapes have featured indeed starred in conventional
theatrical performances since at least the eighteenth century more recently the performing arts site specific
or otherwise have provoked a different set of considerations of human interactions with these non human
objects particularly as concerns over anthropogenic warming have mounted the performances analysed in
the book range from the theatrical to the everyday from the historical to the contemporary from low latitude
events in interior spaces to embodied encounters with the frozen environment
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